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HE following Letter was written by 
Mr. BER RIDE to a Clergyman, in 
order to give him an account of what Gop 
had done for his ſoul.—Copies of it were ta« 
ken, and handed about from one friend to an- 
other, till at laſt it was ſent up to London, 
and two editions printed without the Author's 
conſent, under the title of, A Fragment of 
the true Religion; however, a third edition 
was afterwards publiſhed with his leave: and 
as the memory of Mr. BerRIDGE is dear and 
precious to the children of Gop, it is pre- 
ſumed the re- publication of it will not be 
unacceptable to them And that this publi- 
cation may be the means of bringing others 
from the ſatal error which Mr. BER RIDE 
ſo long continued in, is the ſincere deſire 


and prayer of 


The PUBLISHER. 


— 


— — — 


— 


R 
— — — — — 
o 


— — — * T 


N 

- * g 

: A g 
. ” 


Alb Juſt Publihed, the ſcond Edition of 
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teur 'Moorfields, April 1, 1992. By the Rev, John Ber- 
ridge, M. A. Late Vicar.of Everton, Bedford ire, To 
"which — — a ſhort Account of Mr. Berridge 78 1 
in a Letter a Friend, who Was with — the 
he died. Alſo pg Acne, of the Keſpea thewed to kim 
by his Friends in London, Price 


An Elegy oh the Death of Mr. Berridge, Price ad. 
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REV, AND DEAR SIR, 
Y defire and intention, in this Letter, is to in- 
form you what the Lord has lately done for 
my ſoul : in order to this, it may be needful to 
give you a little previous information of my man- 
ner of life, from my youth up to the preſent time. 


When I was about the age of fourteen, God 
was pleaſed to ſhew me that I was a ſinner, and 
that I muſt be born again before I could enter into 
his kingdom. Accordingly I betook myſelf to 
reading, praying and watching ; and was enabled 
hereby to make ſome — in ſanctification *. 


* une de m once for all, e he center ty 
recollect, that this Letter was written ſoon after Mr. Berridge 
was brought out of darkneſs and error; and therefore there is 
no wonder that we meet with ſome expreſſions which he him< 
ſelf, when his knowledge and experience came to more matu- 
rity, would not have uſed. This is one inſtance, where be 
ſpeaks of making progreſs in ſaaQification, before, as he him- 
ſelf acknowledges, he had taken one ſtep in the right road to 


heaven—whereas he ſoon after knew, that real ſanQification \ | 


was only the fruit and effect of union and communion with 
Chriſt, the bfogiriog Head of his people. 
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In this manner I went on, though not always with 
the ſame diligence, till about half a year ago. L 
thought myſelf in the right way to heaven, though 


as yet I was wholly out of the way; and imagining 
1 was travelling towards Sion, though I had never 


yet ſet my face thitherwards. Indeed, God would 
have ſhewn me that 1 was wrong, by not owning - 
my miniſtry ; but I paid noregard to this for a long 
time, imputing my want of ſucceſs to the naughty 
hearts of my hearers, and not to my own naughty 
doctrine. | 


Jou may aſk, perhaps, What was my doctrine? 
Why, dear Sir, it was the doctrine that every man 
will naturally hold whilſt he continues in an unre- 
generate ſtate, viz. That we are to be juſtified 
partly by our faith, and partly by our works, This 
doctrine I preached for fix years at a curacy, which 
I ſerved from college; and though I took ſome - 
extraordinary pains, and preſſed ſanctification upon 
them very earneſtly, yet they continued as unſanQi- 
fied as before, and not one ſoul was braught to 
Chriſt. There was indeed a little more of the forme 
of religion in the pariſh, but not a whit more of 
the power. At length I removed to Everton, 
where I have lived altogether. Here again I preſſed 
ſanctification and regeneration as vigorouſly as 1 
could; but finding no ſucceſs, after two years 
preaching in this manner, I began to be diſcou- 


| raged, and now fame ſecret miſgivings aroſe in my 


mind, 
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mind, that I was not right myſelf. (This happened 
about Chriſtmas laſt.) Thoſe miſgivings grew 
ſtronger, and at laſt very painful. Being then un- 
der great doubts, I cried unto the Lord very ear- 
neſtly. The conſtant language of my heart was 
this,—* Lord, if I am right, keep me ſo; if I 
« am not right, make me ſo, Lead me to the 
« knowledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus.” 


After about ten days crying unto the Lord, he 
was pleaſed to return an anſwer to my prayers, 
and in the following-wonderful manner. As I was 
fitting in my houſe one morning, and muſing upon 
a text of ſcripture, the following words were 
darted into my mind with wonderful power, and 
ſeemed indeed like a voice from heaven, viz. 
« Ceale from thy own works.“ Before I heard 
theſe words, my mind was 1n a very unuſual calm ; 
but as ſoon as I heard them, my ſoul was in a tem- 
peſt directly, and the tears flowed from my eyes 
like a torrent. The ſcales fell from my eyes imme- 
diately, and I now clearly ſaw the rock I had been 
ſplitting on for near thirty years. 


Do you aſk what this rock was? Why, it was 
ſome ſecret reliance on my own works for ſalvation. 
I had hoped to be ſaved partly in my own name, 
and partly in Chriſt's name; though I am told 
there is ſalvation in no other name, except in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, Acts, iv. 12.—l had hoped 
to be ſaved . through my onn works, and 
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partly through Chriſt's mercies; though ] am told 
we are faved by grace through faith, and not of 
works, Eph. ii. 7. 8.—I had hoped to make my- 
felf acceptable to God partly through my own good 
works, though we are told, that we are accepted . 
through the beloved, Eph. i. 6.—I had hoped to 
make my peace with God partly through my own 
obedience to his laws, though I am told, that peace 
is only to be had by faith, Rom, v. 1. I had hoped 
to make myſelf a child of God by ſanftification, 
though we are told that we are made children of 
God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus, Gal. iii. 26. I had 
ꝛhought that regeneration, the new new birth, or 
new creature, conſiſted in ſanctification, but now 
I know it conſiſts in faith, 1 John v. 1.—Compare 
alſo theſe two paſſages together, Gal. vi. 13. and 
Gal v. 6.—where you will find that the new erea- 
ture is faith working by love: the apoſtle adds 
theſe words, working by love, in order to diſtinguiſh * 
a living faith from a dead one. I had thought that 
ſanctification was the way to juſtification, but now 
1 am aſſured that ſanctification follows after juftifi- 
cation; or, in other words, that we muſt firft be 
juſtified by faith, before we cari have any true 
ſanctification by the Spirit. When we are juſtified, 
it is done freely, i. e. gracioufly, without any the 
leaſt merits oF, ours, and ſolely by the grace of 
God, through Jeſus Chrift, Rom. iu. 24—a8, 


All that is previouſly needful to juſtification is 
this, that we are convinced by the Spire of God 
| of 
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of our own utter ſinfulneſs, Iſa. Ixiv. 6. convinced 
that we are children of wrath by nature, on ac- 
count of our birth-fin, Eph. ii. 3.—and that we 
are under the curſe of God, on account of ac- 
tual ſin, Gal. iii. 10.—and under theſe convic- 
tions come to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, renouncing 
all righteouſneſs of our own, and relying ſolely on 
him, who is appointed to be the Lord our righte- 
ouſneſs. Jer. xxiii. 6. Again, Chriſt ſays, Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden (with 
the burden of fin) and I will give you reſt, i. e. I 
will take the burden away; I will releaſe you from 
the guilt of fin. Where you may obſerve that 
the only thing required of us when we come to 
Chriſt, is to come burdened and ſenſible that 
none can remove this burden but Chriſt. Again, 
Chriſt did not come to call the righteous, but ſin- 
ners to repentance. ' See alſo Luke iv. 18. Hear 
how he cries out in Iſaiah, lv. 1. Ho; every one that 
thirfleth, come ye to the waters and drink; come, buy 
wine and milk (i. e. the bleſſings of the goſpel). 
without money and without price. Where we are ors 
dered to bring no money, i. e. no merits of our 
own; we muſt not think to make a purchaſe of 
theſe bleſſings by any deſerts of ours. They are 
offered freely, i. e. graciouſly, and muſt be re- 
ceived freely. Nothing more is required from us, 
but to thirſt after them. Why was the Phariſee 
rejected? (Luke xviii. 10, &c.) Becauſe he came 
pleading his own works before God. He was de- 
vout, juſt, chaſte, and abſtemious ; and thanked God 
for enabling him to be ſo. Very well; ſo far all wa; 
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right. But then he had ſome reliance on theſe 
works, and therefore pleads the merits of them be- 
fore God. Which ſhewed that he did not know 
what a ſinner he was, and that he could only be ſaved 
by grace, through faith. He opens his mouth before 
S God, and pleads his own cauſe; though God declares 
that every mouth ſhalt be ſtopped before him, and 
the whole world brought in guilty before God. 
Rom. iii. 19,—And why was the publican juſtified > | 
not on account of bis own good works, but becauſe 
he was ſenſible of his evil ones; and accordingly | 
came ſelf-accuſed, ſelf-condemned, and crying out 
only for mercy. 


And now, dear Sir, hear what is the riſe and pro- 
greſs of true religion in the ſoul of man. When 
the Spirit of God has 3 any perſon that he 
is a child of wrath, and under the curſe of God (in 
which ſtate every one continues to be till he has 
received Jeſus Chriſt into his heart by faith), then 
the heart of ſuch an one becomes broken for ſin; 
then, too, he feels what he never knew before, 
that he has no faith, and accordingly laments his 
evil heart of unbelief. In this ſtate men con- 
tinue, ſome a longer, ſome a lefs time, till 
God is pleaſed to work faith in them. Then 
they are juſtified, and are at peace with God, 
Rom. v. 1. 7. e. have their fins forgiven them, for 
that is the meaning, of the word peace. See Luke 
vii. 48-50. When we have received faith from 
God (fer it is his gift, Epheſ. ii. 8.) to juſtify our 
petſons, then we afterwards receive the Spirit to 

ſanctify 
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ſanctify our natures, Epheſ. 1. 13. Gal. iii. 14. 
And now the work of ſanctification goes forwards ; 


the love of God is ſhed abroad in his heart by the 
Holy Spirit, Rom. v. 5. now he walks in the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts, ix. 13. now he is 
filled with joy and peace in believing, Rom. xv. 
13. now he rejoiceth with joy unſpeakable, and 
full of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. And now he hath the 
Spirit of God bearing witneſs with his own ſpirit 
that he is a child of God, Rom. viii. 16. 1 John 


ſtranger to before, notwithſtanding all my reading, 
watching, and praying ; and theſe are things that 


every one muſt be a ſtranger to, *till he is made a 
child of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 


But to proceed ; thougha believer is continually 
more and more ſanctified in body, ſoul and ſpirit, 
yet his hopes of heaven are not built on his ſancti- 
fication, but on his faith in Chriſt; , he knows that 


that the moment he feeks to be juſtified by his 
own obedience to God's laws, that moment he 


falls from Chriſt, and ceaſes to have an intereſt in 
Chriſt, Gal. v. 4. Accordingly, though he labours 


like St. Paul, he deſires to be found only in Chriſt, 
not having, i. e. not relying on his own righteouſ- 
neſs, but on the righteouſneſs of God by faith, 
Phil. ut. 8, 9. | 


now his fruit is more and more onto holinefs; no 


v. 10. Theſe are things that I was an utter 


he is only compleat in Chriſt, Col. ii. 10. And 


to abound in all the fruits of - righteouſneſs, yet, 
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And now let me point out to you the grand delu- 
ſion which had like to have ruined my foul. I 
ſaw very early ſomething of the unholineſs of my 
nature, and the neceſſity of being born again. Ac- 
cordingly I watched, prayed, and faſted too, think - 
ing to purify my heart by theſe means, whereas it 
can only be purified by faith, Acts, xv. 9. Watch- 
ing, praying, and faſting, are neceſſary duties, but 
I, like many others, placed ſome ſecret reliances 
on them, thinking they were to do that for me, in 
part at leaſt, which Chriſt only could. The 

truth is, though I ſaw myſelf to be a ſinner, and a 
great ſinner, yet I did not ſee myſelf an utter loſt 
finner, and therefore I could not come to Jeſus 
Chriſt alone to ſave me; I deſpiſed the doctrine of 
juſtification by faith alone, looking on it as a fooliſh 
and a dangerous doctrine; I was not yet ſtript of 
all my righteouſneſs, could not conſider it all as 
filthy rags, and therfore 1 went about to eſtabliſh a a 
righteouſneſs of my own, and did not ſubmit to 
the righteouſneſs of God by faith, Rom. x. 3—1 
did not ſeek after righteouſneſs through faith, but 
as it were by the works of the law. Thus I ſtum- 


homely fimilitude, I put the juſtice of God into 
one ſcale, and as many good works of my own as 
I could into the other; and when I found, as I al- 
ways did, my own good works not to be a balance 
to the divine juſtice, I then threw in Chriſt as a 
make - weight. And this every one really does, who 

| | hopes 


bled and fell, Rom. ix. 31, 32.—In ſhort, to uſe a 
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hopes for ſalvation partly by doing what he can for 
himſelf, and then relying on Chriſt for the reſt. 


But, dear Sir, Chriſt will either be a whole Savi- 
our or none at all. And if you think you have any 
good ſervice of your own to recommend you unto 
God, you are certainly without any intereſt in 
Chriſt : be you ever ſo ſober, ſerious, juſt and de- 
your, you are ſtill under the curſe of God, as I was, 
and know it not, provided you have any allowed 
reliance on your own works, and think they are to 
do ſomethihg for you, and Chriſt to do the reſt. 


I now proceed to acquaint you with the ſucceſs I 
have lately had in my miniſtry. As ſoon as God 
had opened my own eyes, and ſhewed me the true 
way to falvation, I began immediately to preach 
it. And now I dealt with my hearers in a very 
different manner from what I uſed to do. I told 
them very plainly, that they were children of 
wrath, and under the curſe of God, though they 
knew it not ; and that none but Jeſus Chriſt could 
deliver, them from that curſe. I aſked them, if 
they had ever broke the law of God once in 
thought, word, or deed? If they had, they were 
then under the curſe: for it is written, Curſed is 
every one that continueth not in all the things that are 
wrillen in the book of the latv to do them. And again: 
He that keepeth the whole law, and yet offendeth in 
one point, is guilty of all, If, indeed, we could 
keep the whole law, without offending inone point ; 
if 
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if we had done, and could continue to do, all the 
the things in God's law, then, indeed, we might lay 
claim to eternal life on the ſcore of our own works. 
But who 1s ſufficient for theſe things ? If we break 
God's law, we immediately fall under the curſe of 
it; and none can deliver us from this curſe but. 
Jeſus Chriſt. There is an end, for ever after, of 
any juſtification from our own works. No future 
good behaviour can make any atonement for paſt 


_ miſcarriages. If I keep all God's laws to-day, 
' this is no amends for breaking them yeſterday. If 
I behave peaceably to my neighbour this day, it 


is no ſatisfaction for W broke his head yeſter- 
day. ; 
If, therefore, T am once under the curſe of God, 
for having broken God's law, I can never after do 
any thing, of myſelf, to deliver me from this curſe. 
I may then cry out, O wretched man that I am! bo 
ſhall deliver me from this body of fin ? and find none 
able to deliver, but Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. vil. 23, 
24, 25. So that if I am once a ſinner, nothing 
but the blood of Jeſus Chriſt can cleanſe me from 
fin. All my hopes are then in him; and I muſt 
fly to him as the only refuge ſet before me, 


In this manner, dear Sir, I preached, and do 
preach, to my flock, labouring to beat down ſelf- 
righteouſneſs ; ; labouring to ſhew them that they 
were all in a loſt and periſhing ſtate, and that no- 
thing could recover them out of this ſtate, and 

make 
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make them children of. God, but faith in the 
Lord jeſus Chriſt. And now ſee the conſequence. 


This was ſtrange doctrine to my hearers. They 
were ſurpriſed, alarmed, and vexed. The old 


man, the carnal nature, was ſtirred up, and railed, 
and oppoſed the truth. However, the minds of 
moſt were ſeized with ſome convictions; and the 
bearts of ſome were truly broken for fin, ſa that 
they came to me as thoſe mentioned in the Acts, 
thoroughly pricked to the heart, and crying out, 
with ſtrong and bitter cries, Nhat mu/? we do to be 
/aved ? | then laid the promiſes before them, and 
told them, if they found themſelves. under the 
curſe, Chriſt was ready to deliver them from it; if 
they were really weary and heavy laden, Chriſt 
would give them reſt; if their hearts were broken 
for fin, and they would look up unto Chrift, he 
would heal them. I exhorted them alſo to thank 
God for theſe convictions, aſſuring them it was a - 
token of good to their ſouls. For God muſt firſt 
ſmite the heart, before he can heal it, Iſa. xix. 21. 
I generally found that they received comfort from 
the promiſes ; and though they complained much 
of the burden of fin, and of an evil heart of un- 
belief, yet they always went, away refreſhed and 
comforted. Many have come unto me in this 
manner, and more are continually coming; and 
though ſome fall off from their firſt convictions, 
yet others cleave ſtedfaſſly unto the Lord. They 
begin to rejoice in him, and to love him; they 
love his word, and meditate much upon it; they 

| exerciſe 


[ 16 ] 


exerciſe themſelves in prayer, and adorn their pro- 
feſſion by a ſuitable life and converſation. 


And now let me make one reflection. I preached 
up ſanctification “ very earneſtly for fix years in a 
former pariſh, and never brought one ſoul to 
Chriſt. I did the fame at this pariſh for two 
years, without any ſucceſs at all; but as ſoon as 

ever I preached Jeſus Chriſt, and faith in his 
blood, then believers were added to the church 
continually; then people flocked from all parts to 
hear the glorious found of the goſpel, ſome coming 
fix miles, others eight, and others ten, and that 


conſtantly. 


And now let me aſk, What is the reaſon why my 
miniſtry was not bleſſed, when I preached up ſalva- 
tion partly by faith, and partly by works? It is be- 
becauſe this doctrine is not of God; and he will 
proſper no miniſters but ſuch as preach ſalvation 
1n his own bn way, VIZ. by faith in Jeſus 


Chriſt. 


Let me now apply myſelf to your own heart, and 
may God diſpoſe you to receive my words in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs. Indeed, Sir, I love and re- 
ſpect you, elſe I could not have wrote to you ſo 
freely. Are you, then, in the ſame error that I was 
in for near forty years, viz. that you muſt be ſaved 
partly by faith and partly by works? And have 


* By the works of the law, he meavs. | 
a you 
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you conſtantly preached this doctrine? Then yu 
may be certainly aſſured of theſe two things: Firſt 
That you never yet brought one ſoul to Chriſt by: 
your miniſtry. And; ſecondly, That you are not 
et in the way to ſalvation yourſelf, Oh! be not 
diſpleaſed with me for IG you ye mann 


But you will = perhaps, that you have not obs 
been ſincere, but ever zealous in, preaching} the 
word of God. So was I; but there is a zeal: 
which is not according to knowledge; and that 
zeal I had, though I knew it not. You, may ſay. 
farther, that you bave read and prayed much; ſo 
have I; but ſtill I knew nothing as I ought to 
know, till God was pleaſed to ſhew me that I was 
blind, and then I cried heartily to him for light 
and direction, and he aN mine eyes, John 


Ix. 39. 1 n J re 
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Docs Sir, will you an to the N advice, 
it is very ſafe advice, be the ſtate of your ſoul what 
it will. Pray to God to lead you into the know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in Jeſus. Beſeech God 
to keep you in the truth, if you have received it; 
or if you are in error, to reveal it unto you. If 
you will do this heartily and conſtantly, God will 
not ſuffer you to abide long in darkneſs, if 
indeed you are Ty James, 1 i. 5. . 


I now proceed to give you ſome further account 
of 1 and of the 9 which kept me 
from 
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from the truth. When I firſt came to the univer- 
fity, I applied myſelf diligently to my ſtudies, 
thinking human learning to be a neceſſary qualifi- 
cation for a Divine, and that no ane ought to 
preach unleſs he had taken a degree in the univer- 
ſity. Accordingly I ftudied the claſſics, mathema- 
tics, philoſophy, logic, metaphyſics, and read the 
works of our moſt eminent divines; and this I did 

for twenty years; and all the while was departing 

more and more from the truth as it is in Jeſus; 
 vainly hoping to receive that light and inſtruction 
from human wiſdom, which could only be had 
from the word of God nd al | 


Dili "TY time I was thought a Methodiſt 0 
ſome people, only becauſe I was a little more grave, 
and took a little more pains in my miniſtry than 
ſome others of my brethren ; but in truth I was 
no Methodiſt at all, for I had no fort of acquaint- 
ance with them, and could not abide their funda- 
mental doctrine of juſtification by faith, and 
thought it high preſumption in any to preach, un- 
leſs they had taken holy orders. But when God 
was pleafed to open my eyes, about half a year ago, 
he ſhewed and taught me ather things. Now 1 
ſaw that nothing had kept me fo mych from the 
truth, as a defire of human wiſdom. Now I per- 
| ceived, that it was as difficult for a wiſe or learned 
man to be ſaved, as it was for a rich man or a no- 
bleman, 1 Cor. i. 26. Now I ſaw that God choſe 
| N fooliſh things of this world, to gonfound the 
wiſe, 


L 


wiſe, for two plain reaſons; 1ſt, That no fleſh 
ſhould glory in his preſence, 1 Cor. i. 29. and, 
adly, That faith did not ſtand, or was not produced, 
by the wiſdom of man, but by the power of God, 
1 Cor. ii. 5. Now I diſcerned, that no one could: 
underſtand the word of God, but by the Spirit of 
God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. Now I faw that every beiiever 
was anointed by the Holy Spirit, and thereby led 
to the knowledge of all needful truths, 1 John ii. 
20. and of courſe that every true believer was 
qualified to preach the goſpel, provided he had the 
gift of utterance, Now I ſaw that the Methodiſts 
doctrine of juſtification by faith, was the very 
doctrine of the goſpel ; and I did no longer won- 
der at the ſucceſs which thoſe preachers met with, 
whether they were clergymen or laymen.. They 
preached Chriſt's doctrine, and Chriſt owned it; 
ſo that many were added to Go faith daily. 


But you will ſay, perhaps, that theſe Methodiſts 
are ſchiſmatics. Let us therefore examine the 
matter. A ſchiſmatie is one that diſſents and di- 
vides from an eſtabliſhed church; at leaſt this is 
the general notion of a ſchiſmatic. Now I aſk, 
What do you mean by a church; or what is it that 
makes one church to differ from another? It is the 
doctrine. The church of England differs from 
the church of Rome, not by its ſteeples, bells, or 
veſtments, but by its doctrines. Schiſm, there» | 
| fore, conſiſts in departing from the doctrines of a. 
church, and not from the walls of a church. In 
the time of Stirbitch fair, one ſermon is always © 

0 * preached | 


| 891 
preached in the open fields to the people at the fair, 
and preached by ſome Fellow of a college, or clergy- 
man at Cambridge. Now I aſk, would you call this 
clergyman a ſchiſmatic ? No, ſurely, and yet he 
preaches in the open, fields, and upon unconſe- 
crated ground. It is plain, then, that ſchiſm doth 
not conſiſt in preaching out of the walls of a 
church, but in preaching contrary to the doctrines. 
of the church. ip 


WIEN. - r I 


And now, dear Sir, let me lay open my fin and 
my ſhame unto you. I ſolemnly fubſcribed to 
the articles of our church; and gave my hearty aſ- 
ſent and conſent to them. Amongſt the reſt, I de- 
clared, that We are accounted - righteous before 
« God, .only for the merits of our Lord and Savi- 
« our Jeſus Chriſt by faith, and not for our own 
<« works cr deſervings, and that we are juſtified by 
« faith only,” as it is expreſſed in the eleventh - 
article. But though I ſolemny ſubſcribed this ar- 
ticle, I neither believed nor preached it: , but 
preached ſalvat ion partly by faith and partly by 
works. And oh, what dreadful hypocriſy, what 
| ſhameful prevarication was this! I called and 
thought myſelf a churchman, though I was really 
a diflenter and a ſchiſmatic; for I was undermin- 
ing the fundamental doctrine of our church, and 
the fundamental doctrine of the goſpel, namely, 
Juſtification by faith only, and yet, dreadful as my 
caſe was, I fear it is the caſe of moſt of the clergy 
in England. Scarce any thing is preached but juſ- 
tification by faith _ works, And what is the 
| conſe» 
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conſequence? Why, there is ſcarce any true reli- 
gion amongſt us, the goſpel of Chriſt is pot truly 
preached by us, and Chriſt will not own our mini- 
ſtry. Look around the pariſhes which are near 
you, and ſee whether you can find any thing be- 
ſides the form of religion, and not much of that. 
Nay, amongſt thoſe who are thought religious 
people; who are ſober, ſerious, juſt and devout; 


who read, and faſt, and pray, and give alms; 


amongſt thoſe you will ſcarce find one who knows 
any thing of the power of religion, and has expe- 
rimental knowledge of it. For if you aſk ſuch 
people, in the very words of Scripture, whether 


they know that Jeſus Chriſt is in them, 'otherwiſ& 


they are reprobates, 2 Cor. xii. 5. whether Chriſt 
dwells in their hearts by faith, Eph. iii. 17. whe- 
ther their ſins are forgiven for Chriſt's name's ſake, 
1 John, ii. 12. whether they have received an unc- 


tion from the holy one, 1 John ii. 20. whether 


the love of God has been ſhed abroad in their 
hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. v. 5. whether 
they are filled with joy and peace in believing, 
Rom. xv. 13. whether they walk in the com- 


fort of the Holy'Ghoft, and do ever rejoice, with 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory, Acts, ix. 31. 


x Pet, 1. 8. and laſtly, whether the Holy Spirit 


bears witneſs with their own ſpirit that they are te 


children of God, Rom, viii. 14, 15, 16. If, I 
ſay, you aſk the better ſort amongſt vs, whether 


they have any experience on theſe matters, they 


would 
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vould ſtare at you with the utmoſt amazement, 
and would think you an enthuſiaſt, if they did 
not call you ſo. 


No ſuch people who have all the "Hal but 
none of the power of religion ; who are outwardly 
reformed, but not inwardly renewed by the Holy 
Ghoſt ; theſe are what bur Saviour calls whited ſe- 
pulchres, beautiful without, but full of rottenneſs 
within. They are ſtriving to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, but are not able: becauſe they 
do not ſtrive lawfully. For they do not leek to 
enter in through Jeſus Chriſt, but partly through 
Chriſt, and partly through themſelves ; partly by 
faith, and partly by works. Theſe are the almoſt, 
but not altogether Chriſtians. And if at any 
time it happens, that ſome amongſt us are ſeized 
with deep conviction, and are made ſenſible of 
their utter need of Chriſt, and that they can on 
be juſtified by faith in his blood; theſe people not 
finding proper food for their ſouls in our churches, 
are obliged to go elſewhere, and ſeek it where 
they can find it. It is no wonder, therefore, that 
there are ſo few real Chriſtians amongſt us. 


If you read over the homilies of the church, if 
you read over the fathers of the church, if you 
read the works of the good old biſhops that were 
publiſhed an hundred years ago, you will there 
find the goſpel of Chriſt preached, and the true 
doctrine of our own church. But ſince that time, 


1 mean in the laſt century, our clergy have been 
gradually 


A 
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gradually departing more * more from our doc. 
trines, articles, and homilies; fo that at length - 
there was ſcarce a clergyman to be found, but 
who preached contrary to the articles he ſubſcribed. 
And almoſt all the ſermons that have been pub- 
liſhed in the laſt century, both by biſhops and 
curates, are full of that ſapl-deſtroying doctrine, 
that we are to be juſtified partly by our own "wy 
W by Chriſt's merits. 4 


Do you aſk how alt the clergy came to gal into 
this pernicious doctrine? I anſwer, very eafily. 
Every man, whilft he continues under the power 
of the carnal mind, and is not awakened to ſee 
his utter loſt condition, is naturally diſpoſed to 
embrace this do&rine. For not being yet con- 
vinced by the Spirit of God, that all his righteouf- 
neſs is as filthy rags; Ia. Ixiv. 6. and that he is 
without help and ſtrength in himſelf, Rom. v. 6. 
I ſay, not being convinced of this, he naturally 
goes about to eſtabliſh fome righteouſneſs of his 
own, and cannot ſubmit to the righteoufnefs of 
God by faith. Not being yet ſenſible of his utter 
loft and helpleſs ſtate, he muſt have ſome reliance 
on himſelf : and thus, inſtead of looking wholly to 
Jeſus Chriſt for ſalvation, he looks partly to Chriſt, 
and partly to himſelf : inſtead of ſeeking for righ- 
teouſneſs and ſtrength from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
he ſeeks for it partly from Chriſt, and partly from 
himſelf: inſtead of ſeeking to be juſtified in the 
the Lord, he ſceks after Juſtification partly through 

the 
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the Lord, and partly through himſelf. But ſee what 
Chriſt ſaith of ** matter, Iſa. xlv. * 23, 24, 25. 
[ 
And now ot me aſk Wa the whole church of 
Rome happened to depart from the ſimplicity of 
the goſpel, and to fall into this. doctrine, of works 
and faith which we now preach? It was owing to. 
the depraved nature of man, which makes him 
think himſelf to be ſomething, and that he can, 
do ſomething, though he is nothing, and can do 
—_ to valle himſelf in God's ſight. * 


At the Reformation, o our church ceturped again 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and placed juſtification on the 
goſpel footing of faith only. And ſo it continues to 
this day: but though our articles and homilies con- 
tinue ſound and evangelical, yet our clergy have de- 
parted once more from both, and are advancing to 
Rome again with haſty ſtrides ; preaching, 1 in ſpite 
ofarticles and ſubſcription, that moſt pernicious, pa- 
piſtical, and damnable doctrine of juſtification by. 
faith and works. Which doctrine, I am verily aſ- 
ſured, no one can hold, and be in a ſtate of falva-, 
tion,—But I truſt God is once more viſiting, in 
mercy, our poor diſtreſſed church. He raiſed 
up Mr. Whitefield and Mr. Weſley about twenty 
years ago, who have couragiouſly and ſucceſsfully 
preached up the doctrine of our church. And he 
is now daily raiſing up more and more clergymen. - 
At Chriſtmas laſt, I was informed, there were 
forty clergymen who were brought to the acknow- 
ledgment 
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jedgement of the truth; and three more have 
been added to the faith within the laſt fix weeks. 
And oh! for ever adored be the metcy of God in 
opening my eyes, and leading me to the knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Jeſus. 


1 have ſent you a couple of books, and a pam» 
phlet, and I make you a preſent of them. Read 
them over carefully. And before you begin to 
read at any time, always look up to the fountain of 
wiſdom for light and direction. For if you rely 
on your own abilities, ot other men's labours, God 
may keep you ignorant of his glorious goſpel, as 
a puniſhment for your preſumption and neglect of 
him, 


When I fat down to write, I did not intend to 
have filled more than half a ſheet, but when I took 
my pen in hand, I knew not how to lay it afide. I 
have wrote my ſentiments with great freedom, and 
I hope without offence. May God give a bleſſing 
to what I have wrote : may he enlighten your eyes, 
as he hath done mine, adored be his metcy: may 
he lead you by his Spirit to the knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jeſus: and make you inſtrumental 
in bringing ſouls from darkneſs into light, and 
tranſlating them out of the kingdom of Satan into 


the glorious kingdom of his dear Son. Amen, 
Amen. 


Rrerton, 
July 3, 1 758. 


ſeſſion of the Publiſher for many Years, he 
| begs leave to ſubjoin it here; not doubting 

but the Inſertion of it will gratify many 
of its Author's admirers.—It was written 
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ſhip, which was medias converted into cloth 
for the uſe of lay-preachers; and for this donation 
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promiſed to return it a hundred fold into your 
boſom ; and I believe you can truſt him. I wiſh 
you had ſent along with it a few minutes of your 
life of faith; you might then have taught me, 
whilſt you was clothing others: for indeed I am 
one of thoſe ſtrange folk, who ſet up for journey- 
men, without knowing their buſineſs; and. offer 


many precious wares to ſell, without underſtanding 
their full value. 
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THE following Letter having been in poſ- | 


by Mr. BERRIDOE to the CounTEss or 


Tnunspav I i a bill, conveyed by 
, but preſented by your Lady- 


I have ſent you my hearty thanks; the Lord hass 
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I have got to mention of a moſt extraordinary 
perſon whom I am ſuppoſed to be well acquainted 
with, becauſe he employs me as a Riding Pedlar, 
to ſerve near forty ſhops in the country, beſides my 
own pariſh: yet I know much lefs of my Maſter 
than of his wares ; often is my tongue deſcribing 
him as the faireſt of men, whilſt my heart is 
painting him as the witch of Endor; and many 
big words have I ſpoke of his credit: yea, I am 
often beſeeching others to truſt their all with him, 
whilſt my own heart has been afraid to truſt him 
with a groat. Neither, Madam, is this all; ſuch a 
profound ignoramus Iam, that 1 know nothing of 
myſelf as I ought to know; having often miſtaken 
rank pride for deep humility, and the working of 
ſelf-love for the love of Jeſus. 


When my maſter firſt hired me into his ſervice, 
ne kept a brave table, and was wondrous free of 
his liquors : ſcarce a meal paſt without roaſt meat 
and claret : then my heart ſaid, I love Jeſus,” 
and was ready to boaſt of it too. But at length he 
ordered his table to be ſpread with meat from above, 
and water out of the rock: this my ſaucy ſtomach 
could not bear: my heart thought it pernicious 
food; and my tongue called it light food. Now 
my love for Jeſus diſappeared; and I found I had 
followed him, as yet, only for loaves and fiſhes, and 
loved his cellar and larder better than his perſon, 


Preſently my Maſter detected me in a very dirty 


trick, which diſcovered huge pride, and amazing | | 
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impudence of my heart. Hitherto I had been 2 
ſtranger to the livery my Maſter gave his ſervants; 
only I knew he had many rarities, ſuch as pearls. 
and diamonds, and a plenty to diſpoſe of: accord- 
ingly I begged a bracelet of him, a-'necklace and 
ear-rings, a noſe · bell, and other pretty things, which 
he readily parted with, being of a moſt exceeding 


| generous nature. And will it not amaze you, to 


hear I had the vanity to ſet theſe ornaments on my 


old rags; intending thereby to make a birth-ſuir 


to appear in at court? Well, to be ſure, while I 
was buſy mending my old rags, and putting on 
my pearls, in comes my Maſter, and giving a ſud, 
den grin, which went to my very heart, ſaid, with 


an angry tone, Varlet, follow me;“ I aroſe, and 


followed him trembling, whilſt he led me to the 
houſe of correction, where he firſt ſet my feet faſt 
in the ſtocks, and ſtripped me of my ornaments ; 
he then took his rods, and laid about me very 
ſtoutly, I cried for mercy, but he declared that he 


ſhould not lay aſide the rod, till he had ſcourged 


every rag from my back. And indeed he was as 
good as his word. Think how amazed and con- 
founded I muſt be, to ſtand naked before my Maſ- 


ter, and eſpecially when I firſt ſaw myſelf a leo- 


pard, with an Ethiopian ſkin, which the rags had 
concealed from me before. For a while I kept on 
my legs, yet quite overwhelmed with my ſhame, 
till at length, being choaked with the duſt and 
ſtench that came out of the rags, in beating, I fell 
down at my Maſter's feet, and immediately the 

27 rod 
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rod dropped out of his hands. His eountenance ſof- 
tened, and with a ſweet voice he bid me look up: 
I did; and chen I got a freſn fight of his prieſtly 
robe, the garment'of ſalvation. Think, Madam, 
was it not a lovely ſight! a charming robe! reach- 
ing from the ſhoulders down to the feet! well 
adapted for covering and defence; yea, excellent 
for beauty and glory. There, prodigal Jack, (he 
« ſaid with a ſmile) put this on thy back, and 
« then thou mayeſt ſhame an angel: it was 
* wrought with my own hand, and dyed with wy 
« own blood; wear it, and embrace me,” . 
thanked him, and bowed. 


But, Madam, I muſt tell you, although I de 
not deſire you to be a confidant, when my maſter 1 
opened his robe, he gave me a haſty glance of his. 4 
perſon : it was divinely ſweet and glorious, and | 
withal ſo exceedingly humane, that I fell in love: 
and now would you think it of me, old fool as I 
am, and ſwarthy as a negroe, nothing will content 
me but a wedding! Nay, I have often propoled - 
a match ty my Maſter; who ſometimes replies, 
when I can leave all others, he will take me. 

The other day, having aſked him when he would 

take me to his boſom; he anſwered, when I could | 
lay at his feet; and then he has alſo promiſed to 
ſer open his cellar and larder, and keep them open, 


Jam now removed out of the book of Pro- 
verbs, where I have long ſtay ed, into the book of 
Canti- 


L 29 9 | 

'  Canticles; but have gone no farther than the iſt 
chap. and 2d ver. * Let him kiſs me with the 

« Kiſſes of his mouth,” I ſeem now to want no- 
thing but a cloſe communion with the dear Re- 
deemer. The world, at times, ſeems to divert 
my attention from the chief obje& ; but my ſoul is 
ever panting after him. Yea, my heart and my 
fleſh cry out for the living God, that he may 

come quickly. | 


The Lord ſtrengthen your union and commu- 
nion with the Prince of peace. Amen. 
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| ON THE - 
MUCH LAMENTED DEATH 


A N 


or THE | 
Rev. JOHN BERRIDGE, 


' LATE VICAR OF EVERTON, | NEAR 
POTTON, IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 


Who departed this Life on Tuzspar, JANUARY 22, 
1793, about Three in the Afternoon. | 

Know ye not, that a great man is fallen this day in Iſrael ? 

2 Sam. ili. 38. 


Behold, an Iſraelite indeed ! John i. 47. 


* 


HAT melliferous ſounds are theſe I hear, 

Swiftly floating thro' the ambient air ? 

It is the note of pure ſeraphic fire, 

Sweetly hailing our much honour'd Sire. 

Around his Angel kindred ſpirits fly, 

To know his name, as he approaches nigh. | 
BERRIDGE, he ſays, was late my earthly name, 

A ſetter-forth of our dear Saviour's fame. 

But ſtay me not, with eagerneſs he cries: 

l long to ſee him with immortal eyes; T4 
Him who erſt I feebly preach'd below ; LEE 
Him to whom the Gentile nations flow ; BS £54 
JESUS, my Kix, my Saviour, and my G  , | 
David's Root, yet of Jeſſe's ſtem a Rod. '.1 24. be 
Hark !—His voice — He calls me to his throne ! 1 
When, g 


= 
— 


—— — 2 — — - _ — 2 —X 2 
* — - = - + "<oe— —— - 
4 2 
— _ - o 
- — X — = 
- — a a — — * 
— - - - — — — — — 
* — - . — — — - — — ry _— 
- — — — — — — — — — : — 
— — SE — — — === - 
— * — — — — o 
— —— — 
9 — a — — S _ 
—— — - — — — 
— — * > — 
_ — - — ® — p 
k o P 
1 5 
® * = py Þ 
” 
- * * 
- - * 


— — * 
— — — 
— — 
—ä— ũ — — 
I — 


| 
« 
: 
" $1.1 
M 
[ 
ö 
+ | 
* 1] 
6 ; 
1 
T1974 
l 
4 
[1 
we 
l i | 
' | 
\ * 
v7 a 
: * 
- 
: 
1 
7 14 
7111 
* 5 
" 
i 11 
i C 
. . 
Wt! 
: l 
(hull 
Nl 
ol 
(4 
l * 
1 
. 
1.8 
l 
y ++ 
4 
= 
14 
Fy 14 


104 


— 
— 


— 1 — 

—— — — 4 - 

— — — — - 
, —— . 

— — — 


—— — 
— — — — = — _ 


6 


_ - — - - = 7 
- — — - » - _ : — 
7 — — < — - — — — 
- or ——— — —_— —— —  — — — — — — << - — — 
- . — 2 — L — 
> — - — - 
— — 
. 


— 


> — — - 
— — — ES 


— 
— 


r 


— 
— 


ER: r 


— 


A 


. — —— 


- — — 
—— — — — — 
— : — 


— — 
1 


( 32 J. 


When, lo! a ſudden glory round him ſhone, 


The Saviour comes, and takes him to his arms: 


His ſoul o'erpow'rs with his ſalvivic charms. 


Stay, dear Lo, this is too much, he cries, 
My portion's at thy feet, where Mary lies: 
Leſs than the leaſt of all the ſaints confeſt: 

In thee and thou alone I'm only bleſt. 


As he liv'd, thus died this Man of Gop : 


Humbly in IMManvurL's ſteps he trod. 
In him a friend thro! all the country round, 


The poor, the naked, and the hungry found. 
His fellow-lab'rers feel his foſt'ring care; 
Take his advice, his patrimony ſhare. 

Oft he petitioned others as their friend; 

Yet in all, Cxrir's glory was his aim, his end. 
He envied not, he courted no applauſe : 
His heart was only in his SaviouR's cauſe. 
His life was inoffenſive, meek and mild: 
In manners ſweet, in ſimplicity a child. 


He in his public character ſet forth 


The SAviovk's fulneſs, and intrinſic worth 3 
Laid low the finner, Car1sT exalted high: 


 Helearn'd erroneous doctrines to decry. 


As his Goſpel lyre was by the Spirit ſtrung, 
The faint, the finner, on his accents hung ; 


They both return'd, muſing on the pleaſing theme, 


Convinc'd that all beſide was but a dream. 


Many call'd him Father, while on earth, 
As inſtrumental in their ſecond birth, 


TY L 33 ] 


heſe were his words as on his bed he lay, 

« Yes; and my children too will ſhout and ſay, 
Here comes our Father,” from his labvurs freed, 
Rejoicing in the woman's conqu'ring Seed. 


His theme was Grace; Free Grace was his delight; 

The Spizir's teaching, and the Spigtrr's might; 

he Perſons, FATHER, Sox, and Hol v. Gos r, ' 
\dor'd by ſaints, and all the heav'nly hoſt, 6 \ 
Th' eternal ſelf-exiftent Ons in Tux / 

hoſe pow'r's ſupreme, whoſe love is full and free. 
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AN EPIT AP H 


TOMB- STONE 


OF THE 


* 


Rev. JOHN neva 


LATE VICAK OF EVERTON, NEAR POTTON, 
IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 


WII T TEN BY HIMSELF. 


Here lies 
The earthly Remains of 
JOHN B E RR I D G E, 
Late Vicar of Evkxrox, 
And an Itinerant Servant of JESUS CHRIST, 
Who loved his Maſter, and his Work ; 
And, after runiting on his Errands many Years; 
was caught up to wait on him above. 
| Reader ! 
Art thou born again ? 


No Salvation without a NEW Bix TR. 
I was born in Sin, FEBRUARY 1716, 
Remained ignorant of my fallen State till 1730. 
Lived proudly on Faith and Works for Salvation 


till 1754. 
Admitted to EvERTON Vicarage 1755. 


Fled to Jrsus alonerfor Refuge 1756. 
Fell aſeep in CuRIsT JANUARY 22, 1793. 
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The ray, 'BOOKS lately Printed and 
Publiſhed by J. CHALMERS, No. 81, 
OLD-STREET, LONDON; and may be had 
of any Bookſeller in Town or Country. 


HE FEMALE PILGRIM; or, the TRA- 
VELSdt HEPHZIBAH. Under the Simi» 
litude of a Dream: In which is given an Account of her 
Deſcent, and native Country: -Alſo, her Exerciſes by the 
Way, and her ſafe Arrival at the defired Country. II- 
luſtrated with ten Copper-plates. By Joux MiTCHEL, 
The ſecond Edition. Price 78, neatly bound; or it may 
be had in twelve ſixpenny Numbers, by one or more at 2 
time, as will beſt ſuit the Purchaſer. 


Coles on God's Sovereignty: with recom datory Pre- | 
faces, by the Rev. W. Romaine, Dr. — others; 


in nine ſixpenny Numbers; or $8. 6d. neatly bound. 
The ſame Book, on coarſer Paper, 4s. bound, 


Bos rox's Human Nature in its Four-fold State, of pri- 


mitive Integrity, entire Depravation, begun Recovery, 
and conſummate Happineſs or — Recommended 
by che Kev. Mr. Hervey. Publiſhed in Ten Sixpenny 
Numbers, or 6s. neatly bounc. 

The ſame Book, on coarſer Paper, 4s. 6d. neatly bound, 

The ſame Author's Treatiſe on the Covenant of Grace, 
publiſhed in Nine Sixpenny Numbers, or 5s. 6d. bound. 

The Crook in the Lot, by the ſame. Author, publiſhed 
12 Three Sixpenny Numbers, or 2s. bound. 


N. B, The Crook in the Lot will do to bind either 
with the Four fold State, or the Treatiſe on the Cove- 


nant of Grace, | 1 
Cloſet-Prayer a Chriſtian Duty. Tending to prove, 

that the. Worſhip of God in Secret 1s the indiſpenſable Duty 

of all Chriſtians; both by ſundry Examples and Arguments: 


together, with a ſevere Rebuke of Chriſtians for their ne- 
glect of, or negligence in, the Duty of 1 and 


many Directions for the managing thereof, Objections an- 
ſwered, and Caſes of Conſcience cleared. By O. Hey- 


wood, one of the ejected Miniſters of the Goſpel. 1s. 6d. 


A newEdition of Mr. Hart's Hymns, oe in a ſmaller 

Size than beſore, on W. ring Paper. Price 2s. 

The ſure Performance of Prophecy; and, 
The glorious State of the Saints in Heaven, Two 

Sermons, by Dr. GILL, 18. . 

Alfo, the four following Sermons, by Dr. G:Lr, 64 each. 
The Watchman's Anſwer to the Queſtiov, What of 
the Night? 

The Practical Improvement to the Watehman's Anſwer. 
The Glory of the Church in the latter Day. 
Faith in God, and his Word, the Eſtabliſument of bis 

P cople, 8 
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Baal: gold by Caιν,t-. No. $1, — 


2 Courtſhip ; being hiſtorical Diſcourſes on thi 

Neceflity of marrying reli — Huſbands and Wives only p4 

as alſo of. Huſbands Wives being of the fame Opr- 
nions in Religion, Price 28. neatly bound. 

. The Advantages and Diladrantages of the Marriage 

State, as entered into with religious and irreligious Perſon 

repreſented under the Similitude of 'a Dream. Very ufes 

„ful for ſerious young People. Price 3d. 8 

Groſvenor's Mourner; or the Afflicted Reliered. Res) 

commended by Mr. Hervey. Price is 6d bound. | 

A ShortAccount of the laſt days of the Counteſs of Hunt 

ingdon, by the Rev. T. Haweis, LL. B. her Chaplain. 6d, 

Apocalyptical Key, by the Rev. R. Fleming, V. D. M. 

bliſhed in 1702, in a Diſcourſe on the Death of my } 

William. Price Sixpence. 

l Jeſus King of Saints ; or Chriſt's Joyereignty in dell! 
vering his Elect from che Power of Sin, Satan, Death, 
and the Grave. By Joſeph Alcott. Price Sixpence. 

A Letter on — important Subject a Subject Wiek 
at roneerns every Body, Price ad. 
; A Serious Letter, with a Word to the Backſlider ano - 
ther to the unfeeling Brother; and one to the Formal _ } 
Phariſee. Price 2d. 
The Pauſe ; Where ſhall 1 be in Eternity ? Price 2d. 
A ſerious and important Queſtion, A in the Road 
that leads to Heaven; or in that which leads to Deſtruce N 
tion? Price 1d. 
A Picture of Popery. By the Rev. John Ryland, 2d, of 
The Sum of Reli iglon, by Judge Hale. 1d. g 
'The Roſe of Sharon, a Poem, Price 1d. © 
The Eperience of Mifs F. M. Price id. 
| | © The Life of Faith, a Letter found in the Seay of + 
late eminent Divine. 1d. 
1 Account of the awful Death of a wicked young Man, 1d, | 


* Speedily will be Publiſhed, Price 18. ſewed,.. 


Goſpel Grounds and Evidences of the Tun of 
Gov' $ Elect. By Dr. OwEx. 
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